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his fortunes grew he was able to write uninter-
rupted with some 37 plays attributed to him.
Shakespeare managed to amass considerable
wealth during his lifetime. As with much of
7= his life the cause of his death is not known.
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Bicentenary of the British Garrison 1816 - 2016

Release Date 14th August

Captain Peter Gordon, of the East India Com-
pany’s ship Bengal Merchant stopped for few
| i days at Tristan in November 1814 and en-
countered Tommaso Corri (Thomas Currie),
the only survivor of the American Jonathan
Lambert’s project to settle Tristan. In May

1815, at Currie’s request, Gordon, addressed a
letter to the government of Cape of Good Hope Colony seeking British aid and pro-
tection. Britain had now taken control of the Cape in August 1814. Governor, Lord
Somerset, sent the letter on to Earl Bathurst, of British Secretary for War and the
Colonies, asking “sanction for taking a formal possession of the [Tristan] Islands in
His Majesty’s Name". He cited Gordon’s views on the benefits of the islands as a
watering stop for ships sailing to India and China, but he particularly noted that the
Americans had used the islands as a rendezvous point for cruisers and privateers
attacking British ships during the War of 1812. (see issue USS Hornet captures HMS
Penguin, March 1815—released 1st June 2015). HMS Falmouth arrived

at Reception Bay, Tristan (renamed Falmouth Bay) on 14th August
1816, with orders to take possession of the island. He found two men
there, Currie, and his servant boy Bastiano Camilla. Festing departed
Tristan for the Cape after three days, having also taken possession
of Nightingale and Inaccessible islands. He left a small garrison of
seamen and marines under the command of Lieutenant David Rice
RN. The new garrison under the command of Captain Cloete, 21st
Light Dragoons sailed for Tristan on HMS Falmouth, and arrived
at Falmouth Bay on the 28th November 1816. Much of the stores
and livestock were lost or damaged during the rough passage, and
they had difficulty manhandling what was left up the cliffs to the
plateau. They set about building a defensive work named Fort
Malcolm above Little Beach. Somerset Camp was established further inland, and
tents were gradually replaced by huts and stone buildings. They
also built a much needed road from the beach to the pla- } g ig1/{teau.
On the 7th December 1816 there was 72 people living on | A i

land. The Captain left a boat’s crew consisting of a cox-

swain and 5 seamen capable of handling the treacherous
waters around Tristan. There were also 6 Hottentots. One 4
of the artillery drivers was Corporal William Glass. He, his }
wife and children stayed to became the founders of the } =
new colony after the garrison had left the Tristan in 1817. ‘
Somerset Camp was later renamed Edinburgh in honour of Prince | 555 S8

Alfred the Duke of Edinburgh who visited Tristan in 1867. —

Peter Green and the Wreck of Emily 1836 Release Date 25th November

Pieter Groen, from Katwijk aan Zee, arrived at Tristan aboard the American schoo-
ner Emily, sailing from New York. She called at Tristan in October 1836 but an-
chored far too close to the shore. During a sudden storm she dragged her anchors
and was rapidly beaten to pieces on the rocks. Fortunately no lives were lost and the
crew made their way round the coast to the settlement, where
they were kindly greeted by William Glass and the commu-
nity. Three of the crew decided to settle on the
island;  William Daley, Peter Miller and Peter
Green (Pieter Groen). Peter married Mary
Jacobs in Decem- ber. However their marriage
was not made official until 19% }E January 1852. Peter and Mary
had 4 sons and 4 daughters. When William Glass died in 1853 he
was replaced as headman by Alexander Cotton ,with Peter Green assistance, until
1857 when Peter Green came Headman of the Island. During his lifetime the com-
munity saved hundreds of shipwrecked sailors and Peter was thanked by the Brit-
ish, American & Italian Governments. He welcome HRH Prince Alfred Duke of Ed-
inburgh to the island in 1867, and asked if the settlement could be name after him.
He was awarded, on behalf of the community, a gold hunting-cased pocket watch
and chain by the President of the United States, a medal for gallantry by the Ship-
wrecked Mariner’s Society and a medallion by the King of Italy
for rescuing sailors of the Mable Clark & Italia.
The Lifeboat Disaster in 1885 was a tragedy for
the whole community espe- cially Peter Green. He
lost 3 sons, 3 grandsons, 3 brothers-in-law and 1
son-in-law. It is believed that the preser- vation of the settlement
at this crisis was due to the influence of Peter Green, as he was
greatly opposed to any idea of migration. His most prized procession was a signed
portrait of Queen Victoria that she sent to him via HMS Magpie. This now hangs in
St Mary’s Church.
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